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Towards a Linguistic-Rhetorical Approach for the Criticism of
Media Communication

between Critical Discourse Analysis and Audience Rhetoric

Mohamed Yattaoui

Abstract:

This paper proposes a Linguistic-rhetorical approach to criticize media
communication, focusing on two steps: critiquing linguistic practice in the news
discourse, and critiquing media audience responses. It is based on two
complementary theoretical frameworks: Critical Discourse Analysis and
Audience Rhetoric, the first concerned with the analysis of linguistic practice,
and the second with criticism of responses. This approach views media
communication as a rhetorical practice, and moreover, it considers that it
involves a dialectical relationship between the media ideological frameworks
and the social actor receiving their messages. It also espouses the view that the
media message exercises social power on social cognitive models and seeks to
achieve domination and control. Perhaps the aim of the proposed approach is to
criticize linguistically and rhetorically this tendency.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis; Critical Linguistics; Audience
Rhetoric; Media Communication.
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