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Abstract in English:

An attempt is made to update the traditional approach to the study of
Arabic rhetoric—which has been strictly either Qor’anic or literary—to subsume
modern areas of discourse analysis. Addressing native speakers of Arabic—who
may all be living a diaglossic situation—in political, religious, and propagandist
contexts, both auditory and visual—writers/speakers employ manipulative
language for the purpose of winning public consent and approval. The object of the
study is to put the addressee in command of the situation by providing him with the
necessary knowledge about persuasive methods and tools employed by empowered
speakers, that which the writer refers to as “the addressee’s rhetorical
competence™—as opposed to “the speaker’s rhetorical competence” (which is
meant to reinforce the speaker’s abilities and to give him an obvious advantage
over his audience who may be an easy prey to his/her manipulative manoeuvres).

After a review of the types of Arabic tradition/classical approaches to
rhetoric and its classifications, the writer suggests a series of steps and procedures
to enhance the addressee’s critical awareness of possible rhetorical tricks exercised
by speakers and their implications in order to assist the addressee in improving
his/her receptive abilities. The writer gives an example of some linguistic
techniques that may arouse applaud on the part of the audience. The acquired
knowledge should allow the addressee to distinguish such persuasive devices
targeting his/her consent, despite obvious bias or irrational judgment, from
genuine, non-manipulative language that addresses his free and honest opinion.
Such an approach may help in reducing the degree of control exercised by public
speakers and writers over the masses.
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